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This is a decision on the petition under 37 CFR 1.137(b), filed January 12, 2004, to revive the above- 
identified application. 

The petition is GRANTED. 

The above-identified application became abandoned for failure to reply in a timely manner to the final 
Office action mailed April 9, 2003, which set a shortened statutory period for reply of three (3) months. 
A three-month extension of time under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a) was obtained. On November 4, 
2003, the USPTO mailed a Notice of Improper Request for Continued Prosecution Application (RCE) 
stating that the request was not accompanied by a submission as required by 37 CFR 1.114. Accordingly, 
the application became abandoned on October 10, 2003. 

Since the filing of the RCE on October 16, 2003 (Certificate of Mailing dated October 9, 2003) was 
improper, as noted above, the $385 filing fee submitted is unnecessary. Accordingly, as authorized, the 
$385 filing fee submitted for the RCE will be credited to Deposit Account No. 18-0988. 

Receipt is acknowledged of the Amendment filed January 12, 2004, with the instant petition. 

Telephone inquiries concerning this decision should be directed to the undersigned at (571) 272-3229. 

The application matter is being forwarded to Technology Center 3600, Art Unit 3643 for processing the 
Request for Continued Examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14 filed with the instant petition. 



Retta Williams 
Petitions Examiner 
Office of Petitions 
Office of the Deputy Commissioner 
for Patent Examination Policy 
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